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_NOO__——CTET 7 


T0 THE FRIENDS, 
Who requeſted the publication of the following Diſcourſe, 
1t is with humility inſeribed, 
By their affedionate and faithful Servant, 
0 THE AUTHOR, 
Maze 14th. 
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* JEREMIAH, —Cuar. 18, VII. th, and 8h; 


At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to deſtroy it: If that nation ageinſt whom 
I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent 
of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 


Is feveral verſes preceding thoſe of 
the text, the Prophet, by the direction of God, 
under the type of a potter, repreſents to the peo- 
ple of Ifrac}, the ſovereign authority and influence 
which He has over them, and all other nations and 
Kingdoms of the earth. © Behold, (ſaith God) as 
« clay is in the potter's hand, ſo are ye in my hand, 
O houſe of Iſrael.“ As the potter hath power 
over the clay, and can faſhion it as ſeemeth good 
unto him; ſo hath God power over the children of 
men. Thou, O Lord, art our father: we are 
te the clay, and thou art the potter; and we all are 
' © the work of thy hand. Thou doeſt according to 
- & thy will in the armies above, and among the inha- 
te bitants upon earth. The children of Iſrael being, 


| by this allufion, made ſenſible of their dependence 
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6. 


upon God; the prophet, in a beautifully ſimple 
manner, calculated at once to excite the reflections, 
and fix the attentipn of his hearers, upbraids them 
for the wickedneſs which they had repeatedly, and 
without any provocation, committed againſt their 
acknowledged Lord and King, Leſt, however, are- 
view oftheirpaſt miſconduct, and a fearful look ing for 
ofthe juſt judgments of God might, on the one hand, 
overwhelm them with the gloom of deſpondency ; or, 
on the other, the long-ſuffering mercy-and good- 
* neſs of God, and ſentence not being ſpeedily ex- 
tt ecuted againſt evil doers, might make their hearts 
te fully ſet to do evil continually ;” the Prophet in a 
few, but comprehenſive words, endeavours to de- 
liver them from the former melancholy condition, 
and to deter them from falling into the latter. 
te At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, 
« and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
« pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that nation againſt 
« whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, 

« J will repent of the eyil that I thought to do unto 
« them. But if it do evil in my fight, if it obey 
not my voice, then I will repent of the good 
* wherewith L ſad I would benefit them.“. 


That this declaration of God hath often been 
verified, we need only to look into the hiſtory of 
the Jews to be convinced. 


7. 


As long as the Jewiſh nation lived in perfe& 
obedience to the mandates of their omnipotent Je- 
| hovah ; acknowledged him to be their everlaſting 
Lord and only maſter; as long as they paid him 
the homage and reverence which he required from 
them ; while they had © no fellowſhip with the 
« unfruitful works of darkneſs, but did rather re- 
© prove them”; as long as virtue was their guide, 
and innocence their companion; ſo long were 


they happy, ſo long were they proſperous. - God 


_ eſteemed them as the apple of his eye; the Lord 
te was their defence, and the Holy One of Iſrael was 
« their king.“ But no ſooner had they aſſerted 
their independence, by throwing off their allegiance 
to God, and crying out, © who are they which be 
ce lords over us, and who will ſhew us any good ?” 

no ſooner had they fallen into idolatry, the fin 
againſt which God had expresſly cautioned them ; 
gone after ſtrange nations, learned their ways, and 


become partakers of all kinds of wickedneſs ; no | 


ſooner had they wilfully ſhut their ears to the voice 
of inſtruction, and refuſed * to do juſtly, to love 
© mercy, and to walk humbly with their God;” 
no ſooner was vice become paramount to virtue; 
diſobedience to ſubmiſſion ; and ingratitude to 
love ; than the preſence of God was viſibly with- 
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drawn from them; the fon which Fr 
and the ſhield which protected them, by de- 
grees, refuſed their wonted offices; ſtrangers were 
adopted when the children deferted their parents; 
and the Gentiles were received into covenant with 
re when the Jews had nn it. 


It was not, however, till after b warn 
ings; till the harveſt of their iniquities was fully ripe, 
and the meaſure of their wickednefs overflowed ; 
till they had committed the moſt atrocious crimes, 


murdered the only begotten Son of God, and pre- 


ſumptuouſly prayed that © his blood might be upon 
them and upon their children”; it was not till their 
guilt was become thus flagrant, & their provocations 
thus unpardonable, that God caſt them of; © cauſed 
tc his wrath to be known; poured out the vials of 


 « his fury upon them; and reduced them to the 


miſerable ſtate, in which they are to this day feen; 
a ſtanding monument of divine vengeance inflicted 
upon the children of diſobedience ; a proverb and 
« a reproack ; fugitives and vagabonds ere 
« face of the earth.“ 


Though the words of the text, in their prima- 
ry ſenſe, are applicable only to the Jewiſh nation; 
yet, ſince St. Paur has told us, that * all ſcripture 
« is given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable 


2) 


u for doctrine, for reproof, for nen for in- 
& ſtruction in righteouſneſs”; we may, and ought, 
to conſider ourſelves not a little intereſted, in them. 
ſt becomes us to take warning from the example 
of others ; to ſhin the gulph in which they founder- 

ed, and the rock upon which they ſplit; to ſecure 
the favor of God by purſuing a conduò different 
from that by which they loſt it and from Ra den 
ger to provide for our own, lafery. | 


 Irhas been already ſhewn, that the Wickednef 
ot the Inhabitants was the, Cauſe of the Ruin of the 
Jeviſh nation: The inſtructive inference deducible 
from thence is, that national (ins will produce na- 


tional ruin ; for alike cauſe vill produce the. like 


effect. ; 


There are many, it is to > be feared, we cho 
they aſſent, in theory, to the doctrine aboye ſtated ; 
yet, in practice, ſhamefully diſregard i it; and chere 
are, it is to be lamented, too many who think there 
are no, powers, ſuperior | to thoſe which are, viſible ; 
that whatever is effected i is done by human inllru- 
mentality z that victory is the  neceſlary concomi- 
tadt of ſtrength 3 and chat the events of war and 
Peace are in human counſels, not in the diyine. 
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It will ſcarcely be denied that there are ſome 
dccurrences in life, which, in a greater or leſs. de- 
gree, tend to beget infidelity in the minds of the 
weak, the ignorant, the licentious: ſuch, for in- 
tance, are * ſeeing the ungodly in great proſperity,” 
and the righteous in adverſity ; in beholding the 
arms of the infidel crowned with ſucceſs, whilſt 
thoſe of the apparently faithful are defeated ; in of- 
ten witneſſing that © the race is to the ſwift, and the 
< battle to the ſtrong.” © 8 


It is from this cauſe, that the inhabitants of a 
nation, which once deſervedly ranked high among 
the kingdoms of Europe, are now, almoſt generally, 
become infidels and atheiſts: T mean, at leaſt, the 
; uninformed vulgar. Having had unparalleled ſuc- 
ceſs in a ſeries of critical actions and ſituations ; 
having, like locuſts in the land of Egypt, or the 
irreſiſtible torrent, borne down, by their Herculean 
Phalanxes, every obſtacle which came in their way; 
they have aſcribed the victory to their own ſtrength 
and valour: and, initiated in a philoſophy, admit- 
ting nothing to be fact, which is not ſtrictly de- 
monſtrable ; many, whoſe talents would, otherwiſe, 
have reflected the greateſt honour upon their coun- 
try, have volunteered their ſervices in the cauſe of 
Infidelity ; and have preſumptuouſly come forth 


1. 


wich the poliſhed weapons of human reaſon to ſtrike 
at the irreſiſtible root of Revelation, and give. * 
ligion its deep, its deadly wound. | 


Itis to be hoped there are NOT 
tion amongſt us; none who do not with grateful 
humility acknowledge the providence and ſovereign- 
ty of God]; but if, unfortunately, there be any, it 
becomes us, in the true ſpirit of chriſtian charity, to 
pray to God that their errors may be removed; 


their underſtandings illumined ; and their ſins, whe- 


ther ſecret or preſumptuous, forgiven, 


We are this day aſſembled together, in obedi- 
ence to the - paternal commands of our pious 


Sovereign, to humble ourſelves before Almighty 


God; to deprecate the unhappy conteſt in which 
we, and almoſt all Europe, have, alas! been too 
long involved; to entreat of God the forgiveneſs 
of our ſins; to beg a bleſſing. upon our enter- 
priſes civil and religious, and a reſtoration of thoſe 
deſirable, valuable bleſſings--the EEE of re: 
conciliation and peace, | 


This is the ſeventh time (and, O God, R) 


it be the laſt) that we have thus publicly, and ſo- 
jemnly met together, during our preſent protracted 


— 
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wicwich 8 and yet, we cannot ſay that the 
firings of the bow are flackened ; the artns of the 
| warrior weakened ; or the aſpect of the times leſs 


critical now, than at the commencement of the 


war. As the clouds in a ſtorm of thunder are driven 
about in wild diſorder, and threaten an immediate 
deluge; or the ground, before an earthquake, has 
its bowels. convulſed ready to burſt forth; ſo the 
preſent political ſtate of Europe teems big with ex- 
pectation, and time, and time only, can diſcover 
what it will bring forth. Our prayers have been 
repeatedly poured forth, and our requeſts made 
known unto God; and though he hath promiſed, 
in the moſt unequivocal manner, « that if we call 
<« upon him in our troubles, and turn to him, he will 
<« hear us from His holy heaven, and fave us from 
« the hands of them that hate us, yet we ſee that 


his promiſe is not come to paſs; We are yet 


« faſt bound in miſcry,” and calamities ſurround 
us on every ſide. 


Shall we, from this, daringly aſk, like the 
proud Pharaoh, « who is the Lord, that we ſhould 
& Oobey his voice? or with the Infidel, te what 
« profit ſhalt we have if we pray unto him?” God 
| forbid! Ratherlet us refrain our preſumption, and 
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moderate our pride by the belief, that if we' have 
aſked*and not received, ſomething has been amiſy 
either in the matter or manner of our aſking;--- 
© Ye aſle, (ſaith St. James) and receive not, becauſe 
te ye aſſe amiſs. Let us not charge God; wh 
te cannot lie, but who keepeth the promiſes which hs 
* made to a thouſand generations”; let us not charge 
him with a breach of faith; no: rather let us look 
into our on lives and converſation, and examine 
the conditions upon which the promiſes of God are 
made to us; and we ſhall have ſufficient reaſon to 
exclaitn, © thy truth, O God, endureth for ever 
te thy righttouſtieſs is from l thou hi 
fe done Juftly, but we have ſinned, 34 


Tithe us erte debt Sud k n t 
« aguinſt vhm I have pronounced, turn from cheir 
« evil, I wilt repent of the evil that I thought to do 
« viito them: Have we then, on our parts, punc- 
tually complied with the expreſs conditions of 
God? Have we turned from our evil ways, and 
returned unto the Lord our God in hearty repent- 
ance, in fincerity and truth? Let us pauſe for a 


moment; let us appeal to our own conſciences; 


let us lay our hands upon our hearts; and then 


| With cool fecollection, as in the awful preſence of 


14. 


the Almighty, and before the tribunal of an 
Omniſcient Judge; let us afk ourſelves whether 
our fins be not as many, and our vices as glaring 
now, as they were ſeven years ago, when we firſt 
met on the like ſolemn occaſion? Have we eradi- 
cated one ſingle vice, and planted an oppoſite vir- 
tue in its room? alas! it is but too true, with our 
ps we have promiſed much, but performed little in 
our hearts. Our words have been contrary to our 
actions, and our actions inconſiſtent with our faith. 


5 Should what has been aſſerted require a 
proof, we may advert to the ſtate of Religion. 
Hath not Religion, natural and revealed, but eſpe · 


cially the latter branch of it; hath not revealed Re- 


gion, the ſureſt Anchor of our hopes; the poor 
man's beſt Friend, and the rich man's brighteſt Or- 
nament; the ſick man's beſt, Phyſician, and the 
greateſt Refiner of the occupations and amuſements 
of him who is in health; hath it not of late years 


declined much amongſt us ? Is the Lord's day leſs 


profaned ; are the moral and religious duties more 
punctually diſcharged ; are our jails leſs crammed 
with criminals; are our ſlumbers leſs diſturbed by 
midnight orgies; our ſtreets leſs paraded by wretch- 
es at once to be pitied and deſpiſed ; our high-ways 


— 
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leſs infeſted with robbers ; our doors leſs beſet with 
vagrants whom it is often a crime for charity to re- 
lieve ; do they who move in the higher circles of 
life ſer a brighter example for piety, conjugal fide- 
lity, domeſtic harmony, chaſte converſation, tem- 
perate conduct ? To propoſe queſtions of this na- 
ture would be tedious indeed ; let this then ſuffice; 
let every one judge from experience, from what he 
ſees and hears, and then let him give an open, in- in- 

genuous, unbiaſſed verdict, whether, in his opinion, 
the heterogeneous mals of wickedneſs and vice be 
not as great now as it was at the commencement 


ol the preſent war. If ſo, then vain have been our 


promiſes of amendment, and equally illufive muſt 


be our expectations and hopes of receiving help and 
progetign from God. | 


Let us not, for ſhame, thus ſlumber away our 


| years; neither let us imagine that © the Judge of 
all the earth” will always bear thus with our hy- 


pocriſies : No—the Divine Grace will in time fail 


in patience ; for though God bore long with the 
hypocriſies of the Egyptians, yet he at laſt over- 
whelmed them in the Red Sea; and though the 
decree againſt Tyre, Sodom, Gomorrah, and Nine- 
veh, was, from time to time, deferred on account 
of their inhabitants ſhewing ſome tokens of repent- 


a bs acoompliſned. For ſince: | 
rity there ee eee eg 
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The words of the text being thus explaiged; 
b and our own imperfections being thus unteſetvedly 
diſcuſſed, I might here, With leſs violence than 
otherwiſe againſt chriſtian charity; or the pious de- 
ſigns of this day's folempity,, direct Aer, attention 
towards the conduct of our enemies, and attempt 
a compariſon beryeen \ their e a gur 
own. 


se 4 de cates when ; of- 
-where ſhall we begin the black catalogue? To do 
Juſtice to the cauſe is, I confeſs,” beyond my hum- 
ble powers; to draw a true portrait of their vices is 
above my art; to recount their wickednefſes and 
vices muſt put modeſty to the bluſh; and to think 
upon their unexampled barbarities, muſt cauſe the 
heart to bleed, which is not hard as flint, and the 
boſom to glow with indignation, which is not cold 
as ice. Let us, therefore, paſs over their immoral- 
ities, their perfidies, their oppreſſions: We will 
ſay nothing of their having converted churches into 
taverns, and altars to the moſt ſhameful uſes: We 
will wave the mention of the diſhonour they have 
done to God's holy name and word: We will not 
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bffend the delicate car by faying, with their hiſto. 
rian, that they have rifled the very manſions of the 
dead); that the wife has been a paſſive ſpectator in 


ſceing the bones of her deceaſed huſhand diſturbed 


for the ſake of the ſheet of lead in which they re- 
poſed: The fanguinary feats which, tyger-like, 
they have commutted ; the thouſands whom they 
have reduced to the moſt abject miſery ; the diſ- 
conſolate widows they have wronged; the orphans 
whom they have robbed; the innocence which they 
have ſeduced ; the integrity which they have 
bribed ; the friends whom they have betrayed; the 
diabolical ſchemes which they have planned, and 


put in execution theſe, with numberleſs other 


vices and crimes roo ſhocking for a heart of tender 
ſenſibility to dwell upon ; we will leave to be de- 


veloped in the hiſtory of France ſince the com- 
mencement of the Revolution. 


Sinners, yea, and miſerable ſinners, as we all 


acknowledge ourſelves to be; we are willing to be- 
lieve that we are not arrived at that latitude of 
wickedneis, at which, we are informed, our ene- 
mies have. We have not yet diſowned, if we have 
diſhonoured God z we have not yet pulled down, if 
we have forſaken the houſe of prayer; we have not 
yet given up our hopes of Heaven, nor our fears 


18. 
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of Hell; we have not yet diſcarded all ſenſe of 
decorum and reſpect; our friends and allies we 
have not betrayed, as the traitor Judas did his Sa- 
viour © with a kiſs”; like an Annibal (but why in- 
ſtance in a Carthaginian) like ſome of the French 
Directory, we have not vowed eternal hatred againſt 
our enemies; no, on the contrary, we have more 
than once, during the preſent conflict, ſhewn our 
pacific diſpoſiticn ; more than once we have evi- 


denced our averſion for war, and our wiſhes for 
mutual accommodation. | 


This is not ſaid with a ſtudious view to juſtify 
ourſelves ; nor “to bring railing accuſation” againſt 
our enemies, To aſſert our own innocence would 


be preſumption ; to exaggerate their guilt would 
be a crime, | 


Though the ſucceſſes of our enemies have 
been uncommonly brilliant, and laurels have crown- 
ed their ſtandards ; yet, let us not adopt their creed, 
let us not ape their evil examples. Felicity is not 
always the offspring of ſucceſs, nor is proſperity al- 
ways a criterion of God's being pleaſed with the 
ways and manners of the conquerors. God per- 
"mitted the heathen nations to haraſs and puniſh the 
Jews, though the Jews were much better than they : 
And why may not modern France be a like inſtru- 


* 


—— 


ment in the hands of Providence, to chaſtiſe and 
reform thoſe nations who, like the Jews of old, 
« have departed from their Maker, have waxen 
« fat in their abundance”; given themſelves up to 
unbounded licentiouſneſs; «put their truſt i in man,” 
and theit confidence in the number of their forces ? 


Many well-diſpoſed; and not enthuſiaſtical per- 
ſons, are of this way of thinking: many believe that 
France is the rod directed by the Almighty to pu- 
niſh thoſe nations of Europe, which have embraced 
their immoralities, and copied their vices. 


Should this be a fact, a very concluſive reaſon 
may be aſligned for our preſent ſufferings. We 
have adopted too much of their wickedneſs: their 
cuſtoms and manners we have made too much our 
own: and, had not a Superior Power ſtopped us in 
our career; in a few years more, we ſhould have 
been as complete adepts as they in the arts of de- 
baſing dignified nature; in committing the blackeſt 
crimes under the ſanction of gallantry; and the 
moſt deteſtable vices under the ſemblance of vir- 
tues. | 4G VT: 4b; B28 


That France has both perſecuted other nations, 
and is perſecuted herſelf, no one will deny. Aﬀe of 
Switzerland, a nation once warlike, brave, hoſpi- 
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table, free: Aſk of Egypt famed in ſacred hiſtory ; 
Aſk of Italy, once the garden of Europe, the mo- 
ther of arts and ſciences, the bar of eloquence: 
Aſk of Spain, emblem of perfidy, timidity, cow- 
ardice: Aſk theſe, and other nations which it would 
be eaſy to mention, whether they have not, to their 
| ſorrow, felt the weight of perſecution, the horrors 
and devaſtations of war, Aſk of France too, if, whilſt 
ſhe perfecutes other nations, ſhe is not perſecuted 
herſelf: is ſhe not convulſed at her own heart; has 
not the ſword penetrated even her own boſam ? 
moſt certainly it has. What then are the fruits; 
what are the boaſted advantages which the French, 

or any other nation which hath adopted their revo- 
lutionizing principles, have acquired ? © Ate they 
more happy; are they more free? Have they not 
in their ſtruggles for liberty ſound their hands tied 
behind them, and a bridle put upon their lips? 
has not the monarchial ſceptre been changed for a 
Tod of iron? has not a governing Olaugius been 
ſueceded by a directorial Nero e 


Revolution! ob l what tas thr 
ine !---O War, how dire are thy effects! | 


Ik̃t appears then, my brethren, that the preſent 
we is peculiar in its nature, and more momentous 


than any which ſtands recorded in the hiſtory of 
Europe. 


OO - 


I have already extended my diſcourſe Wend 


the uſual: length; che importance of the ſubject 


however, ſhall be my apology, which, I anticipate, 


will be admiſſible by, the very reſpectable, and loy- 
al audience I now. addreſs; I will, therefore, not 
detain, bene OT pane n 
phi a im 


170 et we have now in a b c 


and it is ta be hoped, in a very fincere manner, in 
the preſence of Almighty God, acknowledged our 
own unworthineſs, and his Juſtice under all his dif- 
penſations. We have implored God for Succeſs 
upon our Endeavours, beſought him to avert from 
us the Horrors and Calamities of war, and to teſtore 
unto: us, and to all ther belligerent nations, the 
bleſſings of peace. We are not aſſembled together, 


4 like; Elias, that , fire pay. come down from 
en” upon our enemies, & and deſtroꝝ them: 


— our Religion tenches qs to pray for our ens. 


mies: and the worſt,wiſh towards them, dictated 
by chriſtuan charity, is, that God would “ ſtrike 
them in his mercy with remorſe and compunc- 
es tion, before they fill up the meaſure of their ini- 


quities ; bring them back to a ſenſe of their duty, 


and reſtore unto them the happineſs they have loſt, 


* 


as ſome geluded perſons imagine, to curſe, or to 
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Let us, chen, on our parts, do that, which 
alone can make our prayers effectual: let us 4 turn 
© from our evil ways, and return unto the Lord our 
„God for then he will have mercy upon us.” 
Though he come late to our aſſiſtance, yet he will 
moſt aſſuredly come; * for he hath never failed to 
_ « affift thoſe who put their truſt and confidence in 
&* him.” Let us not deceive ourſelves, with the 
ſuppoſition, that the pious deſign of this ſolemnity 
can be obtained by one day's humiliation and re- 
pentance ; no: the good work which we have 
« begun we. muſt ative. to F we * 
” go and fin x no more,” 


May God Almighty'g give us mb and 
endue us with power ſo to do. May our manifold 
fins and wickedneſs never, for the future, provoke 
the Lord to puniſh us with plague, peſtilence, or 
famime, with battle, murder, or ſudden death. 
May the evils which have ariſen from the French 
Revolution make ſuch an impre ſſion upon the good 
ſenſe of Engliſhmen, as to create in them an utter 
abhorrence, and deteſtation, of bringing the like 
about in their native country. May their prudence 
teach them not to be decoyed into ſlavery, by the 
ſpacious, but deluſive baits, Liberty, Fraternity, 
Equality. May Sedition, privy Conſpiracy, and 
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Rebellion be known only by name; and remem- 
bered only to be avoided., May our Country, as it 
has been, ſtill continue to be the happieſt upon 
earth; may its Fidelity and Integrity towards its 
allies never be tarniſhed, May we all, like brethren, 
live together ia harmony; may the diſconteated 
become reconciled; and all party competition laid 
aſide, when union of ſentiment and energy of action 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary for our Country's cauſe. 
May Religion, © pure and undefiled, flouriſh ; 
may good order be always eſtabliſhed amongſt us ; 
may there be © peace within our borders, and plen- 
« teouſneſs within our palaces”; may our days upon 
earth be ſpent in bliſsful tranquility, and à well- 
ſpent life rewarded with immortality and glory. 
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